
DRINK DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN 
UNION

Francesca Podda, ETSC Project Manager

Safe and Sober Spain| Madrid, 3 October 2024



ETSC
 A science based approach to road safety
 Secretariat in Brussels
 58 member organisations from across

Europe: 

More than 200 experts contributing to
ETSC’s work

 The European Commission, Member
Organisations, Member States and
corporate sponsors are funding our work



Monitoring EU transport 

safety policy

Road Safety 

Performance Index 
(PIN)

Ranking EU countries‘ 
performances

DRUG DRIVING



ETSC
16 years of raising awareness on Alcohol
Interlocks through:

• 32 national events since 2008 (21 
countries in Europe covered)

• 2 EU events in the European Parliament
• Regular participation in the Alcohol

Interlock Symposium
• 1 report on Alcohol Interlock 

programmes in the EU
• 1 EU map on updated info on AI 

offender programmes in the EU 



20,418
people died in road traffic 
in the EU in 2023



2,260
people died in alcohol-related crashes 
in 2021*

*in 23 EU countries



25%
of all road deaths in the EU are 
alcohol-related 

DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION



DRINK-DRIVING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

At least 4,000 deaths 
could have been 
prevented by eliminating 
drink driving



Every driver, rider and walker involved in a fatal and serious 
collision should be tested systematically

DRINK-DRIVING DATA COLLECTION



DRINK-DRIVING DATA COLLECTION

• Different definitions

• Road users not tested systematically

• Legal constraints

• Police data does not give a full picture



PROGRESS IN TACKLING DRINK DRIVING 2011 – 2021

Difference between the average annual percentage change in deaths attributed to drink driving 
and corresponding change in other road deaths

Bulgaria -18%
Romania -11%
The Netherlands -8%

Norway 4.5%
Estonia 3.6%
Slovakia 3.4%



ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS & REHABILITATION PROGRAMMES

LEGISLATION NEEDED
To maximise the effect on road safety,
alcohol interlock programmes for drink
drivers offenders should be compulsory
and placed under administrative law.



ALCOHOL INTERLOCK BAROMETER 2008

Voluntary basis
Pilot project
Legislation in discussion
Legislation in force



ALCOHOL INTERLOCK BAROMETER 2016

Voluntary basis
Pilot project
Legislation in discussion
Legislation in force



ALCOHOL INTERLOCK BAROMETER 2024

Voluntary basis
Pilot project
Legislation in discussion
Legislation in force



STRENGHTS AND WEAKNESSES

A. Effective programmes showed positive impacts such as:

a) securing the jobs of people who relied on being able
to drive for work;
b) making drivers aware of their responsibilities;
c) helping offenders remain integrated in society (although participation 
is sometimes perceived as a constraint);

B. Two key elements for a successful programme: 
a) Rehabilitation measures 
b) Affordable costs



ALCOHOL INTERLOCKS IN COMMERCIAL TRANSPORT

In commercial vehicles as an extension of the vehicle safety systems and demonstrate the
company’s commitment to both driver and public safety.



OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

• Mandate the use of alcohol interlocks for professional 
drivers

• Ensure the timely adoption of the implementing legislation 
on alcohol interlock installation facilitation for motor 
vehicles

• As a first step towards wider use of alcohol interlocks, 
legislate their use for repeat offenders and professional 
drivers.

• Allow people with an alcohol dependency to be included in 
alcohol interlock rehabilitation programmes, as long as it is 
combined with medical supervision



SAFE AND SOBER – LATEST VIDEO CAMPAIGN

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgcNGn5CQ9I&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgcNGn5CQ9I&t=3s


FIND OUT MORE

@etsc_eu

www.etsc.eu

Thank you for your attention!

Find out more

Watch our Videos

Interactive map on drink-driving
policies online


