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THE SAFEST ROADS IN EUROPE … 
How Is it Possible? 
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NORWEGIAN NATIONAL MOBILE POLICE SERVICE 
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Power of Police Roadside 

• The police have the power to 
"stop and control" drivers 
roadside without any reason. 

• The police have the power to do 
alcohol breath screening tests 
(and rapid saliva screening tests) 
without any prior suspicion.   

• Signs and symptoms - "grounds for 
believing" 

• In 1996 evidential breath testing 
of drink driving by the police was 
introduced. 
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The Drink Driving Regulation 

• As the first country in the world, a 
fixed blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) legal limit (0,05%) was 
introduced in 1936. 

• In 2001 the legal limit was reduced 
to 0,02%.  

 

• Since 1959, the police have been allowed, if drug 
influence is suspected, to request blood analysis for 
illegal and prescribed drugs affecting driving 
performance.  

• Since 2011 blood drug concentration limits for 
drugs (28) similar to BAC limits for alcohol; 0,2, 0,5 
and 1,2. 

 

 
9/18/2018 Page 8 



Sanctions 

• 0,2 -0,5: a fine of 1 monthly 
(gross) salary (a criminal record) 
NB! Novice drivers (2 years)/or 
special conditions a minimum 6 
months driving ban  

• 0,51-1,2: a fine of 1,5 monthly 
(gross) salary and a conditional or 
unconditional sentence of 
imprisonment. A minimum 1 year 
driving ban 

• 1,21 -: a fine of 1,5 monthly 
(gross) salary and a unconditional 
sentence of imprisonment (21 
days). A minimum 2 years driving 
ban 
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ROADSIDE CONTROLS 
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PREVENTION DETECTION 

Impact on drivers' perception of the possibility of getting 

caught for traffic violations (i.e. the subjective risk) 



INTELLIGENCE LED-POLICING 
Who deserve special police attention? 
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• ~ 10,000 drivers arrested annually 
due to suspected impaired driving 

• More than 90% of the samples from 
the police contained at least one 
drug 

• Average 2-3 substances' per case 
• Average 90% Male 
• Average 50% Driving Without a 

License 
• Addicts 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/RSL005/Lokale innstillinger/Temporary Internet Files/Documents and Settings/ltp001/Intern video/Kampanjefilm LARS-Sunnaas 2009.mpg


TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT 
Effective and Efficient Prevention and Detection 
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HIGH-PERFORMANCE CULTURE 
Performance Indicators 
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SUMMING-UP 



THE KEYS TO SUCCESS 
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The Law and 
Sanctions 

Police Enforcement 

Socially unacceptable 



NATIONAL ROADSIDE SURVEYS 
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Alcohol consumption in 

Norway had increased by 

40 per cent in 15 years … 

- reached a peak in 2008 

with 6.8 liters of pure 

alcohol. After 2008, sales 

have gradually been 

reduced … 



National Plan of Action for Road Traffic Safety 2018–2021  
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• The police will test all drivers who are stopped for 
police roadside inspections for intoxication.  

• The police will increase the use of saliva analyses in 
order to detect the use of intoxicants other than 
alcohol.  

• The police will consider the use of the intervention 
talks model in collaboration with intoxication 
services in the municipality, to provide guidance 
and treatment for those regularly coming into 
contact with the service or authorities.  

• The police will take the initiative to establish 
Samhandlingsforum for rusfri trafikk (‘Interaction 
forum for intoxicant-free traffic’) in collaboration 
with the Norwegian Directorate of Health, the 
NPRA, MA-rusfri trafikk and other relevant 
operators. The forum will be a meeting point to 
discuss strategy, the need for coordination, and the 
implementation of measures.  
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TAKK! 


