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8,100
children died on EU 
roads in the last 10 years



2 children  are killed

30 children seriously injured 

Every day on EU roads



Development in child road deaths 
and other road deaths since 2006
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Average annual change in the number 
of child road deaths 2006-2016
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Child road deaths per million child 
population (2014-2016)
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Child road deaths by road user 
group (2014-2016)

13% 
cyclists

9% other

30% pedestrians
48% vehicle 
occupants



How to keep children on the 
roads safe

Safe vehicles

Enforcement

Safe roads Child restraints

Education



Concerns 
over child 

safety

More parents 
drive children 

to school

Car traffic 
increases, 
pedestrian 
and cyclist 

safety 
reduced

Decline in 
safety leads to 
more parents 

driving 
children to 

school



Infrastructure

• Road infrastructure for communities it 
serves

• Well enforced 30 km/h zones are crucial

• Safe routes to school



Child restraints

• WHO: correctly installed child restraints 
reduce likelihood of death by up to 80%

• Rearward facing child restraints

• Installation mistakes can drastically 
reduce the effectiveness 







Up to 75%
of child seats attached 
incorrectly or are 
incompatible with a child 
or a car 



Recommendations to 
Member States

• National indicator targets for children correctly fitted in 
the appropriate child restraint systems

• Strategy to increase correct usage of child restraint 
systems

• Increase affordability of child restraints, by including 
them in the category of essential products (permitting 
a lower rate of VAT) as EU Directive 77/388/EEC allows

• Make rear-facing child seats mandatory for as long as 
possible, preferably until 4 years of age pending such 
action by the EU



Recommendations to 
the European Commission

• Within the framework of the 5th EU Road Safety 
Action Programme, adopt a separate target for 
reducing road deaths and serious injuries among 
children

• Set EU indicator targets for the proportion of children 
correctly fitted in the appropriate child restraint 
systems



17 May 2018: General Safety 
Regulation (GSR) published by EC



New vehicle safety standards 
essential to reduce child deaths

• Overridable assisting ISA on all new vehicles default 
ON

• Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB) with 
pedestrian and cyclist protection

• Improved pedestrian protection for cars 

• Improved direct vision to allow truck drivers to see 
pedestrians and cyclists



Now it‘s up to the EU Council 
and the EP

• To give strong political support for EC 
proposal on the General Safety Regulation
published on 17 May 2018 for new vehicle 
safety standards



Now it‘s up to the EU Council 
and the EP

• To give strong political support for EC 
proposal on the General Safety Regulation
published on 17 May 2018 for new vehicle 
safety standards

To save children’s lives!






