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Swiss modal shift policy

Overview

• Introduction 

• History

• Objectives

• Elements 

• Effects
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Swiss Modal Shift policy

Timeline and key elements

1992 New Railway Link Through the Alps (NEAT) popular vote

1994 Alpine Initiative popular vote

1999/2002 Bilateral agreement Switzerland-EU on land transport, 

Law on modal shift

2001-2004 Introduction of Heavy Vehicle Fee

2008 Opening of Lötschberg Base Tunnel

2016 Opening of Gotthard Base Tunnel

2020 Opening of Ceneri Base Tunnel & 4-Meter Corridor
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Swiss Modal Shift policy

Objectives: Constitution Art. 84

1) Shift cross-alpine freight from road to rail 

in a sustainable way

2) Establish an ecologically balanced relation between the 

transport modes 
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Target: Reducing transalpine journeys to 650,000 by 2018

Swiss Modal Shift policy

Elements
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Effects 1/3

► Increasing  

share of rail 

in a growing 

freight market 
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Effects 2/3 

► ~800’000 less 

HGVs p.a. in 

2019
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Swiss Modal Shift policy

Effects 3/3

1) Estimation: ~800’000 less heavy vehicles p.a. in 2019

2) Cut greenhouse gas emissions by 30% 

3) Reduce air pollutant emissions 

4) Hypothesis: Increase road safety by reducing number 

of heavy vehicles crossing the Swiss Alps
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Long-term 

reliability 

for all 

stakeholders

Success factors

Support by 

Swiss 

population 

Integrated 

planning 
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