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The KFV: Safety & Security – since 1959



Members of the KFV

Allgemeine Unfallversicherungsanstalt
(Workers Compensation Board)

Auto-, Motor-, und Radfahrerbund 
Österreichs (Motorist and Cyclist Club)

Österreichischer Automobil-, Motorrad- und Touring 
Club (Motorist Club)

Verband der Versicherungsunternehmen Österreichs 
(Alliance of Austrian Insurance Companies)

… and KFV is member of: 



Road safety development – and state of play in the EU
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Mortality rates in the EU 2016 
(killed per Mio pop, prov. figures, source: DG-MOVE)

Killed, injuries & accidents in AT 1961 -2016 
(source: STATISTIK AUSTRIA, bmvit)



Institutional organisation of road safety work in Austria

Road Safety Organisations



The Austrian Road Safety Programme 2011-2020

• 17 fields of action
• Hundreds of measures
• Each listed with key players
• Safe System as basic philosophy

https://www.bmvit.gv.at/en/service/publications/transport/downloads/rsp2020_2016.pdf



Road Safety in Austria – Annual Reports

https://www.bmvit.gv.at/en/service/publications/transport/downloads/roadsafety_report2015.pdf

• All relevant activities of in a specific 
year at national & regional level, e.g.

• Public relations activities
• Campaigns

• Events
• Legal changes

• Measures & studies funded by the 
Austrian Road Safety Fund

• Monitoring tool for the Austrian Road 
Safety Programme, implementations of 
measures in the 17 fields of action



Alcohol Interlocks

• Official scientific pilot starting Sep 2017 
(5 years) – after several KFV-driven small 

scale pilots since 2011

• Drivers with a licence withdrawal > 4 
months entitled to take part (voluntary)
� Withdrawal period halved
� Duration of interlock period is half the 

withdrawal period (minimum 6 

months)
� Mentoring talk every 2 months 

(including data readout)
� In case of infringements: exclusion 

from the programme
� Code 69 in the driving licence
� Management via contracted institute 

(currently tendered)



Distraction Workshops of KFV

• Since April 2016
• Started in schools, age group 15-19, 2 hours
• >500 workshops organised, good feedback!

• Videos
• Games
• Group work
• Discussion

• Now also for enterprises (will be offered by 
KFV jointly with AUVA)



Campaign on adequate speed choice

• Launched in 2016 by bmvit, continued into 2017

• All media, incl. social

• First Austrian campaign based on CAST 
approach (evaluation: KFV)

• Choice of topic & target group (male 30-45) 
based on accident statistics

• Theory of planned behaviour

• Pre-test: behavioural change likely 
(self & others)

• Evaluation: 3 online surveys (before 10/2016, 
after I (May/June 2017), after II (3-6 months 
later)

• Expected impact: 

• Increased perceived behavioural control
• Maybe change in attitude?

• https://infothek.bmvit.gv.at/verkehrssicherheit-tempo-anpassen/



Driving Licence on Probation (since 1992)

• First three years after receiving a driving licence 

• Tightened max. BAC level of 0.1 (normally: 0.5)

• Drink driving or another severe offence

• red light running 

• +21km/h in urban areas 

• +41km/h  rural 

• dangerous overtaking or breaking an overtaking restriction 

• Handheld mobile phone use, …

� Driver Improvement Course (group discussions led by a 

traffic psychologist)

� Prolongation of probational period by 1 year

• The measures is believed to reduce accidents of drivers 
aged 18-24 by 30%.



L17 Accompanied Driving Education (since 1999)

• Education starts not earlier than 15 ½ 

• Driving school (32 units theory/ 12 units 
practice)

• Accompanied driving (3 x 1.000km, usually 
with a family member) 

• Accompanying education / feedback in 
driving school 

• Solo driving from age 17

• The measures saves 15% of accidents of 
drivers aged 17-19, as increased driving 
practice during education reduces accidents.



2nd Phase Education (since 2003)

Within the first year after obtaining a licence:
• 1st feedback drive in real traffic with trainer
• Technical track training
• Psychological group discussion
• 2nd feedback drive in real traffic 

Results:
• Entrance risk significantly lower
• Especially for young male drivers
• Reduced accidents by around 30% for 

beginner drivers in their first three years
• 34% reduction in single vehicle accidents 



Close-To Peer Education Approach (since 2008)

• Trainers and pupils are of same age 
group

• Traffic offender tells about a self-caused 
severe accident and the legal, economic 
and social consequences

• In driving schools (predominantly)

• Re-socialising impact for the offender

• Preventive effect for the whole group (?)



Section Control (Average Speed Control)

• Since 2003 on the motorway network
• Fixed units: tunnels and ‘alpine’ sections (2016: 5; lengths 2.3 – 10.3 kms)
• Mobile units in work zones (2015: 5; lengths up to 10 kms)

• Since 2012 first fixed unit on a rural road 
• B37 in Lower Austria, 4.5 kms

• Results of KFV evaluation 2016: Both national and international experience 
show positive impact
• On accidents: especially: reduction of severe accidents (KSI)
• On speeds: 

• Reduction of mean speed and v85, 
• Reduction of speed variance (i.e. harmonization of driving speeds)

• Less excessive speeding (both in numbers and extent)

� KFV request: Deployment on the secondary network: High risk sites & sections!

CameraFlash Laser detector



Low-cost measure to avoid motorcycle accidents

• Trajectory choice in left hand curves problematic 
� Run-of-the road and head-on collisions

• KFV tested two kinds of additional road markings 
on killer routes in 3 provinces (7 curves)

Run-off Head-on

Results: 
• Both markings significantly increase safe trajectory choice
• Good acceptance by motorcyclists!
• Measure should be focussed on problematic left-hand 

curves to avoid familiarisation effects 

elliptical transversal

BEFORE AFTER



Encounter Zones (the Austrian response to Shared Space)

• 20 (30) km/h limit
• pedestrians may use whole road
• cycling in both directions
• parking only on marked spaces
• no playing or roller skating 

• For a wealth of examples, pictures & videos from 
implementations across Austria see: 
http://www.begegnungszonen.or.at/bezo.php?sort=Gemeinde_ASC

Mariahilfer Straße, Vienna: 1.8km of encounter zone + pedestrianisation + encounter zone

Salzburg (Thalgau)
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