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About the German Road Safety Council (DVR)

Based on new scientific findings and societal requirements, the
DVR recommends road safety-related measures to politicians,
traffic planners and the industry within the scope of its
resolutions.

EU

It develops campaigns, trainings and programmes to prevent
road accidents. In doing so, it appeals above all to the
personal responsibility of all persons participating in road
traffic.
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VISION ZERO
; [ )

KEINER KOMMT UM. ALLE KOMMEN AN.
No one dies — everybody arrives.

“Improving road safety for cyclists”
(DVR Resolution 2018)

To prevent accidents with cyclists and reduce the
severity of injuries, measures are necessary in
three areas of action: roads, people and vehicles
(cycles and motor vehicles).

I.  Improve safe cycling infrastructure

II. Improve enforcement, communication
and road safety education

lll. Improve the vehicles’ passive and active

Source: Martin Lukas Kim, DVR
safety systems




Vision Zero and the idea of ,,design for all*

,,Child-friendly traffic space design*
(DVR Resolution 2022)

« The right to move around safely applies to
children in particular, as they are especially
vulnerable people.

+  “Design for all”: A clear, transparent, '8 %‘Ja ”“i“lli
comprehensible and forgiving traffic S | """Ill
infrastructure, traffic regulations and : :
speed limits benefit all road users.

 All non-motorised road users must be able
to participate in traffic safely.

Source: Martin Lukas Kim, DVR



Activities, Campaigns & Programmes
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2. Road safety for elderly ciclysts




Road safety for elderly ciclysts

The number of older people in the overall

population is increasing

Senior citizens have the need to remain mobile.

Especially in rural areas

In 2023, more electric bicycles were sold
than conventional bicycles, for the first time in

Germany

1in 5 persons over 55 years owns an electric

biCyC|e in Germany Source: Martin Lukas Kim, DVR
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Legislation regarding electric bicycles

Electric bicycle = “Pedelec” (Pedal Electric
Cycle)

Classified as bicycle in the german traffic
regulations

It offers pedal assistance up to approximately
25 km/h

Allowed to ride where bicycles are permitted:
usually on the road or, if available, on the
cycle path.

Source: www.pd-f.de / koga.com



The number of accidents with electric bikes has increased in recent years

Electric bikes:

« 23.900 accidents with personal
injuries (eleven times as much as
in 2014)

« 190 people killed while riding
electric bikes

* 1in 4 cyclists killed was riding an
electric bicycle

Conventional bikes:
« number of accidents with injuries has
decreased from 76.600 to 72.200 in

Bicycle accidents with personal injuries
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— Fahrradunfalle insgesamt - Fahrrader ohne Hilfsmotor Pedelecs

Ein Unfall, an dem ein Pedelec und ein Fahrrad ohne Motor beteiligt sind, wird in beiden Kategorien erfasst.
Fiir 2023 vorlaufige Zahlen.

¢ 1! Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2024

the last ten years
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Source: Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2024



Accidents with electric bikes are more severe

» Pedelec accidents resulting in personal injuries are
more likely to be fatal than accidents involving
regular bikes.

* Based on 1.000 electric bike accidents, 7.9 riders
died in 2023.

 In the case of normal bicycles, it was 3.6 fatalities.
» This is also due to the age of the victims: people who
were injured or killed on electric bikes were on

average 53 years old.

 Elderly cyclists have an increased injury risk.

12 Source: Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2024
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Pedelec Awareness Campaign

Target group:

People over 65 years (69 % of killed people are 65+)

Campaign goals:

+ To raise awareness about the specific challenges
and possible risks when riding an electric bike and
how to avoid them.

 In addition, car drivers are addressed with special
campaign messages to pay particular attention to
vulnerable road users.

SICHER UNTERWEGS -
MIT DEM PEDELEC 9
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Pedelec Awareness Campaign

» 36 % of accidents with an electric
bicycle are single-bicycle accidents,
with no other party involved
(conventional bicycles: 26 %).

* High number of unrecorded cycling
accidents. Only a third of the persons
treated in hospital due to cycling
accidents is known to the police.

* In 64 % of accidents there are two or

more road users involved: the most
common opponent is the car.

" Source: Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2024
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Pedelec Awareness Campaign

Positive communication for the target
group: focus is on the joy of riding a
bike, coupled with prevention
messages

Practical tips for safe riding and the
proper and responsible handling of
the electric bike
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Pedelec Awareness Campaign T — LR 7}

Digital and analogue communication:

» Survey with electric bike users 55+
» Advertisements in pharmacy magazines

« Distribution of information brochures in medical
practices, bicycle shops and via partners

« Expert interview on the radio
» Social media campaign and online marketing
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http://www.dvr.de/pedelec
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Programme ,,Safely mobile*

A programme for people aged 65 years
and over

Topics: car, bike, electric bicycle, on foot
or with a walking frame

Events free of charge

Every participant receives support in
correctly assessing their capabilities and
developing individual compensatory
mechanisms

Trained facilitators address individual
concerns and interests of the participants
and have practical advice ready at hand
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The initiative #mehrAchtung

The initiative promotes
respectful and safe coexistence
on the roads

More: Respect, consideration,
awareness

Less: Stress, aggression,
distraction

#moreAwareness
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Thank you for your attention!

Your contact person:

Johanna Vollrath
jvollrath@dvr.de

Deutscher
Verkehrssicherheitsrat
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