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Road deaths per million inhabitants
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Source: DfT, Reported Road Casualties Great Britain: 2014
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Road deaths per billion vehicle-kilometres
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Source: ETSC, 9th Road Safety Performance Index Report
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• Seat belts are compulsory throughout Europe

• Law requires child restraints and restricts children 
from sitting in the front seat

• Vehicle standards are consistent across the EU
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Vehicle safety standards and legislation
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Proportion of cars by age
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Source: ETSC, How Safe Are New Cars Sold in the EU? 
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Proportion of EuroNCAP tested cars 
(2010-2013) sold in 2013
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Source: ETSC, How Safe Are New Cars Sold in the EU? 
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Average pedestrian protection scores of 
cars sold in 2013
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Source: ETSC, How Safe Are New Cars Sold in the EU? 
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Pedestrian, cyclist and PTW user deaths 
as a percentage of all road deaths
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Source: ETSC, Making Walking and Cycling on Europe's Roads Safer
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KSI casualties - all cars
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Source: STATS19 data
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KSI casualties - new cars
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Source: STATS19 data
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Car secondary safety – drivers
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Source: TRL Report PPR 753,  Vehicle Safety Design Features and Future Safety Benefits in London
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Car secondary safety – pedestrians
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Source: TRL Report PPR 753,  Vehicle Safety Design Features and Future Safety Benefits in London
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Conclusions

 Comparing Britain’s car fleet to the rest of Europe:

 Britain has more older cars and a lower proportion of 
new cars with 5 stars 

 The average pedestrian protection score for new cars is 
lower

 To reduce the fatality rate further:

 Improve vehicle safety for pedestrians and other VRUs

 Investigate how differences in NCAP scores impact on 
real-world outcomes
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Any questions?

Caroline Wallbank, Senior Statistician, TRL
cwallbank@trl.co.uk 


