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DEFINITION

Traffic safety and mobility education covers all measures that aim at 
positively influencing traffic behaviour patterns, with an emphasis on:

 Gaining knowledge and understanding of traffic rules and situations;

 Developing and improving skills through training and experience;

 Strengthening and/or changing attitudes and intrinsic motivations 
towards risk awareness, personal safety and the safety of other road 
users to contribute towards a safety-minded culture;

 Providing the tools necessary for a well-informed choice of transport 
mode.
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1968 VIENNA CONVENTION

UNECE’s “1968 Vienna” Convention on Road Traffic

“Article 3(5bis). Contracting Parties will take the necessary measures 
to ensure that road safety education be provided on a systematic and 
continuous basis, particularly in schools at all levels.”

Cyprus, Iceland, Ireland, Kosovo and Malta have not signed the Convention on Road Traffic



THE STATUS IN EUROPE

Traffic Safety and Mobility Education is given at:

 Primary level in all states
 Pre-primary in 69% of the states
 Secondary level in 81% of the states
 Tertiary level in 5 states

 All four levels of education in
 the Czech Republic
 Germany
 Ireland

 Three levels in 21 states
 With Pre-Primary, Primary and Secondary 

most frequently used (19 states)



THE STATUS IN EUROPE

However, significant differences:

 Hours. Amount of lessons (/hours) given differs between states, and between 
educational levels in states.
 Sparsely addressed at secondary education.

 Type of Lesson. A shift towards more theoretical-only lessons given at secondary 
schools

Conclusion:
 The Status Report shows that in practice, the European states’ UNECE commitment 

is not always fulfilled, and there is a lot of room for improvement in that regard, 
notably at secondary education.



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

January 2020

• 17 Key Recommendations
with accompanying Best Practice 
Examples

• Drawn up by the LEARN! Expert 
Panel

• Aimed at National and Local 
Decision/Policy Makers…

• …as well as head teachers and 
organisations!



WHY TRAFFIC SAFETY EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

Ensure The Right To Receive Traffic Safety And Mobility Education

1. All children and youngsters should receive high quality traffic safety and mobility 
education with continuity and progression

2. Integrate traffic safety and mobility education in the curricula for schools, including 
a minimum amount of teaching hours

3. Set strategic, tactical and operational goals

4. Allocate sufficient resources for traffic safety and mobility education



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

Engage and Support Schools

5. Engage and support school management

6. Motivate schools to have a traffic safety and mobility policy

7. Appoint a traffic contact teacher at school

8. Strengthen teachers’ competence and support them



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

Ensure High Quality Education

9. Ensure that traffic safety and mobility education is about knowledge, skills, 
attitudes and motivations as well as training in traffic

10. Keep traffic safety and mobility education up to date

11. Use quality standards

12. Undertake tests, process and/or outcome evaluations

13. Assess pupils and let pupils evaluate themselves



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

Facilitate Framework Conditions

14. Use interdisciplinary material as a means to teach traffic safety and mobility 
education

15. Educate student teachers about traffic safety and mobility education during their 
training

16. Follow-up to ensure traffic safety and mobility education is taught



LEARN! KEY PRINCIPLES

Involve All Relevant Stakeholders

17. Involve pupils, students, parents and all relevant stakeholders

We call on you to help implement these key principles 
in your national or local context!



THE LEARN! MANUAL

The LEARN! Manual for Developing and Evaluating 
Traffic Safety and Mobility Education Activities



EUROPEAN TRAFFIC EDUCATION SEMINARS

2020
Brussels, Belgium



EXPERT PANEL



LEARN! Phase Two

LEARN! Phase Two

Focus on dissemination:

• Several Regional Traffic Education Seminars 
across Europe

• One European Traffic Education Seminar

• Promotion of LEARN! Toolkit (Key 
Principles, the Manual, and the website)

• New Report on Linking Education on 
Sustainable Mobility and Traffic Safety



www.trafficsafetyeducation.eu


