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2,100
Lives could be saved each year if the 
average speed dropped by just 1km/h 
on roads across the EU 



53%
Of all road deaths occur on roads 
outside urban areas (CARE database) 



Speed

2019



• Safe and credible speed limits 

• Traffic calming, self-explaining/enforcing  infrastructure

• Enforcement and Campaigns 

• Vehicle technologies 

Speed management



Setting safe speed limits

• 30km/h – urban roads
• 70 km/h - safe speed limit on rural roads without a 

median barrier 
• 100 km/h – safe speed on rural roads with median and 

side barriers
• Speed limits of much of the road network in EU countries 

are higher than the protective quality of the road, 
roadside and vehicle designs allows



Speeding tickets (2010-19)

Average annual change (in %) in the number of speeding tickets issued per 
1000 population over the period 2010-2019



Speeding tickets (2010-19)



Cross-border enforcement 



Cross Border Enforcement Directive - revision

• Strengthen the enforcement chain and adapt existing EU
mutual assistance procedures to deal with cross border
road traffic offences.

• CBE Portal.
• Extension of scope.
• Financial support for enforcement activities.
• Still needed: action to improve the enforcement of the

main offences at a national level.

Union-Wide Driving Disqualification proposal



Intelligent Speed Assistance

• GSR = ISA mandatory for all new vehicles (cars, vans, trucks and buses)

• 2022 for new models / 2024 for current models 

• Feedback to be provided through the accelerator control or audible 
warnings 

• Default-ON

• Driver can switch it off or override one speed limit at a time. 

• Review clause to adapt to technical progress. In the meantime, 
EuroNCAP will encourage manufacturers to improve on speed limit 
detection.



• Research estimates up to 30% reduction in road deaths

• Less noise, less pollution 

• ISA helps drivers avoid speeding tickets!

• Vision Zero: moving away from blaming road users (who make 

mistakes), responsibilities shared with system designers.

Intelligent Speed Assistance



Infrastructure

Jaworzno improved road safety using EU funds

• Speed limits should be supported by infrastructure measures to be 
safe and credible  

• Self-enforcing roads employ engineering measures such as 
alignment, markings, road narrowing, rumble-strips, chicanes, and 
road humps.
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