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I Road mortality in terms of public health
I Factors explaining the high risk
I Effective countermeasures

I Cyclists, pedestrians and moped riders
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Adolescentslo not die from disease BUTfrom injuries
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All youngsters equally at risk?
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Youngsters (Aged 15-17) =

In this Basic Fact Sheet, ‘youngsters’ are defined as those between ;i

15 and 17 years old. This age corresponds to the learning of &2

autonomy, and more particularly of access to different means of 32

transport. At this age, youngsters are beginning to gain access to
driving motorized vehicles. This fact sheet addresses mainly the
fatalities of youngsters in road traffic accidents, in the EU countries
where the data are available, with a further section that addresses

The Elderly
(Aged > 64)

the non-fatal casualties. 5
Table 1: Nu mber of 15-17 year old fatalities by country, 2001 to 2010 1 do-
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Contributing factors

(JAge: Social & Biologigahmaturity
(Unsafe environment

(JLack of experience

OJPoor selfassessment: over confident

(High exposure taisky conditions

Source : OECD (2006) young
drivers: the road to safety
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Adolescence

A Culturally defined: 1624/30yrs
A Starts with biological changes related to puberty
A Ends with adoption adult roles

A Historically described as troublesome period



Universal characteristics of adolescents

I Impulsive

I Emotionally instable

I More sleep needed/lazy

I Immediate gratification at expense of future rewards
I Sensitive to Peer influences

I Challenge authority

I Explore new behaviour/worlds

I Not unique to humans: also in primates
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Over represented in any type of unsafe behaviour!
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NEW: Brain development

A Magnetic Resonance Imaging techniques

A Structural Brain development not completed at age 4.
A Continues much longer: early 20

A Two simultaneous developments

I Frontal lobe responsible for integration of information, planning and control
I Activation of the limbic system under influence of puberty related hormones
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