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A science-based approach to road safety

Secretariat in Brussels

59 member organisations from across Europe

More than 200 experts contribute to ETSC’s work

The European Commission, the European Parliament, 
Member Organisations, Member States and corporate 
sponsors fund our work

www.etsc.eu



ETSC PIN PROGRAMME

✔Ranking road safety performance across 
participating countries since 2006

✔Reflecting road safety conditions and 
progress

✔Identifying best practice

✔Recognising achievements, identifying 
shortcomings 



19,492
people died in road traffic 
in the EU in 2025



ROAD SAFETY PROGRESS 2015-2025



PIN Flash Report 42
How traffic law enforcement can 
contribute to safer roads
Published March 2022



• Speed
• Drink-driving and drug driving
• Seatbelt use
• Mobile phone use while 

driving
• Cross border enforcement 

Focus of the PIN Report



Mobile phone use - 
annual change in tickets - 2010-19



Tickets for illegal mobile use - 2010-19



Distraction - infotainment systems

• impair reaction times behind the wheel more 
than alcohol and cannabis use. 

• controlling via a touch screen resulted in 
reaction times that were worse than texting 
while driving.

As from July 2024, vehicle manufacturers will also have to 
install ‘advanced driver distraction warning’ (ADDW) systems, 
which aim to assist drivers to pay attention to the traffic 
situation and warn them when they are distracted. 



Distraction - vehicle technologies

• Since July 2024 - mandatory ‘advanced driver 
distraction warning’ (ADDW) systems in cars

• Warns a driver who has been looking at their lap or 
feet, or the equivalent area on the passenger’s side, 
for a prolonged period - not infotainment systems



Recommendations to national governments

• Conduct intensive enforcement actions of one-week duration on illegal use 
of mobile phone at least twice a year, coupled with intensive publicity 
campaigns and report the effort.

• Include illegal use of a mobile phone while driving in penalty point systems.
• Introduce automatic enforcement of restrictions on mobile phone use.
• Introduce procedures which allow police to verify whether a mobile phone 

was used at a time of a fatal collision by establishing information exchange 
between the police and mobile network providers.



Recommendations to the EU

• Ban use of all mobile phones while driving.
• Encourage member states to include data on distraction in their reporting to 

the European Commission’s CARE database.
• Encourage telecom companies to develop a driving mode
• Adopt a new EU Key Performance Indicator on the enforcement effort (e.g. 

number of checks) and results (number of violations detected and sanctioned) 
over time in the priority area of illegal use of mobile devices.



THANK YOU!

Jenny Carson
jenny.carson@etsc.eu

www.etsc.eu/pin
     @etsc.eu

https://etsc.eu/how-traffic-law-enforcement-can-contribute-to-safer-roads-pin-flash-42/
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