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Getting there safely together
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Drink-driving in Norway – Challenges and tools to reduce drink driving

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Consequences and ways to reduce it/them?



Fatalities per million inhabitants in Norway 2014 compared
with other European countries and the USA
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People killed in traffic accidents in Norway, 
1948 – 2014
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Presentasjonsnotater
Fra 1950 til 1970 steg antall drepte i trafikken jevnt med økende trafikk. Etter at det systematiske trafikksikkerhetsarbeidet for alvor kom i gang rundt 1970, har trenden hele tiden vært positiv. I 2012 var det 145 drepte i vegtrafikken. Vi må helt tilbake til 1950 for å finne et lavere tall. Froom 1950 to 1970 the number of people killed in traffic increased steadily with increasing traffic. Since systematic traffic safety efforts began in earnest around 1970, the trend has been consistently positive. In 2012, 145 people were killed in traffic. We have to go all the way back to 1950 to find a lower figure.



Development in the number of fatalities and 
seriously injured people
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National Transport Plan



Accident risk when DUI

Ref: Glad and Vaas 1993 

Le
ve

l o
fr

is
k 

Blood alcohol content ‰  

Implicated in traffic accident
Killed

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Risikoen for å bli drept i trafikkulykke for en bilfører øker sterkt med økende promille. A driver’s risk of being killed in a traffic accident increases strongly with increasing blood alcohol content.  Sannsynligheten for en fatal ulykke øker betydelig med promille over 0,5, og ytterligere ved promille over 0,8.  The probablility of a fatal accident increases significantly with a blood alcohol content (BAC) above 0.5 o/oo (=per mille), and it increases even further with a BAC above 0.8 o/oo.For førere med promille over 1,5 er det svært høy risiko for skade eller død i ulykke. For drivers with a blood alcohol content above 1.5 the risk is very high of being killed or injured in an accident.



Norway – a pioneer

• First country in the world to introduce a legal 
alcohol limit of 0.5 per mille in 1936 

• Strongly encouraged by the Norwegian Abstaining
Motorists Association

• Then lowered to 0.2 per mille in 2001

Brukernavn
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MA is an organization working towards preventing you from encountering intoxicated drivers on the road. MA’s long-term goal is to ensure that no one should die or be injured as a result of driving while intoxicated 



Traffic safety and DUI in Norway

• In-depth studies show that about 22 % of traffic accidents victims are
killed in traffic accidents where alcohol and drugs are involved.

• In 14 % of all fatal traffic accidents in Norway, the driver was DUI of
alcohol

• Average BAC among the alcohol-positive people killed in passenger
cars is about 1.6 per mille (Ref: Norwegian Institute of Public Health )

⁃ 0.6 – 0.9 per mille: 12.5 %
⁃ 1.3 – 1.6 per mille: 18 %
⁃ 2.6 – 2.9 per mille: 29 %
⁃ Average history of 2-3 arrests for each person in all groups.

http://www.fhi.no/eway/?pid=240


The Norwegian Police
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The Norwegian Police
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Får ikke endret feilstaving i figurforklaringen (cheked  checked)



Traffic safety and DUI in Norway

• The DRUID-study (2006-2008) of drug use among 
drivers killed in traffic accidents found alcohol or other 
substances in 38.9 % of blood samples of all drivers. (Ref: 
DRUID homepage)

• In 247 accidents with heavy vehicles in the period 2005-
08 no-one was DUI (Ref:TOI-report1021/2009) 

http://www.druid-project.eu/Druid/EN/Home/home_node.html
https://www.toi.no/getfile.php/Publikasjoner/T%C3%98I%20rapporter/2009/1021-2009/1021-2009-sum.pdf
http://www.fhi.no/eway/default.aspx?pid=240
http://www.fhi.no/eway/default.aspx?pid=240


• Aim: Harmonize the legislation for DUI of alcohol and drugs

• Impairment limits for drugs comparable to BAC 0.2 g/L and  
limits for graded sanctions comparable to BAC 0.5 and 1.2 g/L

• Limits for 20 psychotropic drugs with an abuse potential and 
with documented increased crash risk based on  
epidemiological and experimental studies

• The limits for medicinal drugs do not apply to individuals with 
valid prescriptions

New legislation from 1 Feb, 2012
Per-se legislation

Brukernavn
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Denmark was the first country to introduce fixed limits, then Norway in 2012, England & Wales this year, and the Netherlands next year. Mange land har nulltoleranse-lovgivning, men ikke Norge. Faste grenser og nulltoleransegrenser kalles som samlebetegnelse «per-se legislation». Many countries have zero-tolerance legislation, but not Norway. Fixed limits and zero-tolerance limits are referred to with the collective term «per se legislation». 



More information: Impairment based legislative limits for driving under the influence of non-alcohol drugs in Norway

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S037907381100538X


2014 - 2017
National Plan of Action for Road Traffic Safety

12/10/2015
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The National Plan of Action for Road Traffic Safety 2014–2017 has been compiled by the Norwegian Public Roads Administration (NPRA), the police, the Norwegian Directorate of Health, the Norwegian Directorate of Education and Training, the Norwegian Council for Road Safety, the county administrations and seven large city municipalities. In addition, 19 other non-governmental organisations have made contributions to the plan. 



2014 - 2017

We will:

● suggest compulsory alcolocks in vehicles used for 
school transport 

● suggest compulsory alcolocks in vehicles used for 
driving tests 

● continue the work to introduce an alcohol 
interlock rehabilitation programme

● suggest giving doctors the opportunity to 
prescribe alcohol interlocks

● work to introduce alcogates at important ferry
and border crossings with a large number of
heavy goods vehicles

National Plan of Action for Road Traffic Safety

12/10/2015
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suggest compulsory alcolocks in vehicles used for school transport 	suggest compulsory alcolocks in vehicles used for driving tests 		together with the Directorate of Health, the police and others, will continue the work to introduce an alcohol interlock rehabilitation programme 		together with the Directorate of Health and the police, will suggest giving doctors the opportunity to prescribe alcohol interlockstogether with the police, will work to introduce alcogates at important ferry and border crossings with a large number of heavy goods vehicles  



The DUI Prevention Programme – since 1999

• Offender programme - alternative to unconditional prison 
sentence

• For offenders sentenced by a Criminal Court
• Run by the Probation service – 10 months
• Voluntary

• The penal sanction consists of:
• Individual conversation therapy
• Structured group meetings (lessons)
• Mapping the needs for treatment 
• Supervision by the correctional service

Norwegian Correctional Service12/10/2015



Target group

● People who would otherwise receive unconditional prison 
sentences for severe incidents of driving while intoxicated, 
and who have problems with alcohol and/or other kinds of 
intoxicants or sedatives.

● The sanction may also be applied to people who do not 
have an extensive substance abuse problem, but have 
driving while intoxicated as a problem. Repeated driving 
while intoxicated may indicate a substance abuse problem.

The DUI Prevention Programme



The number of participants in the DUI 
Prevention Programme 2005–2012

The DUI Prevention Programme
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Suggested alcohol interlock rehabilitation 
programme for DUI offenders in Norway -
an overview

• Aim: Road safety 

• Target group: The most severe DUI offenders – BAC > 1.2 
per mille or repeated offences (high risk group)

• Includes mandatory driving ban – 6 months

• A part of the DUI Prevention Programme

• Includes medical examinations

• The Prosecuting Authorities and major parts of the police 
oppose this use of alcolock: fear loss of preventive effect



Recovery of driving license

• Must have completed the DUI Prevention Programme

• Must meet the regular conditions for holding a driving 
licence

• Sobriety:
- medical examination must confirm sobriety
- no repeated positive breathalyzer tests the last year

Suggested alcohol interlock rehabilitation programme



Ignition alcolock in all vehicles used for road
transport of passengers for hire or reward

• Includes buses, taxis and others

• Parliament voted for this in spring 2015

• Proposal for new legistation in spring 2016 prepared by 
the NPRA

• Then to be discussed and voted on in parliament, 
probably 2016/17

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
Sjekk overskriften – alle kjøretøy benyttet til transport av passasjerer på veg, mot vederlag?



Thank you!

12/10/2015
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It is a pleasure to conclude this presentation with a photo from the Solbergplassen viewing platform in Rondane National Park. If I leave you with only one impression today, I hope it is that we in the Norwegian Public Roads Administration  focus our efforts every day on achieving a single goal, namely that we all get to where we are going and get there safely.Thank you for your attention!



Contact details

Anne Beate Budalen
Norwegian Public Roads Administration
Postal address: Statens vegvesen Vegdirektoratet, Postboks 8142 Dep, 0033 OSLO
Office address: Brynsengfaret 6A, OSLO
Telephone: +47 22073285 Mobile: +47 48026714 e-mail/Lync: abbuha@vegvesen.no
www.vegvesen.no e-mail: firmapost@vegvesen.no

12/10/2015

http://www.vegvesen.no/
mailto:firmapost@vegvesen.no
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