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20mph – a brief history

• 1935  Default speed limit on UK restricted roads becomes 
30mph.

• 2017 Wales Act devolved the setting of national speed 
limits for restricted (lit) roads to the Welsh ministers.

• 2018 Debate held in Senedd (Welsh Parliament) tabled by 
Welsh Conservative members with cross party support 
from Welsh Labour, Plaid Cymru, Lib-Dems and 
Independents to "introduce legislation so that a 20mph 
speed limit becomes the standard speed limit in Welsh 
residential areas".

• 2020 Senedd votes in favour of changing to 20mph 
following Task Force Group report.

• 2021 Senedd general election – parties promising 20mph 
speed limit win majority of seats; public consultation.

• 2022 Senedd agrees legislation for the change.

• 2023 Welsh Conservative motion to repeal the legislation 
fails; new speed limit comes into force on 17 September.



Task Force Group and first phase settlements

8 areas
Mix of urban/rural
• An Enforcement Strategy
• Local communication 

toolkits
• Technical and Procedural 

Guidance 
• An Exceptions Process for 

those roads to remain at 
30 mph 

• A Monitoring and 
Evaluation Strategy 
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The legislation 



Implementation – early indications

• Very high awareness (but maybe not understanding)

• Good compliance without enforcement

• Poor knowledge of Highway Code, hence confusion 
for drivers

• Reluctance to enforce owing to vandalism

• Vitriolic debate on social media

• Spill-over into national (party) political debate

• 20mph became linked in political and media 
discourse to the so-called ‘war on motorists’



New guidance

• 20mph is suitable where people regularly mix with 

motorised traffic, including in built-up residential 

areas and near schools and hospitals.

• For main roads that serve as strategic routes, a 

30mph limit can be set, provided it is safe to do so. 

New criteria:

• Movement: Consider 30mph on strategic roads and 

low-demand minor roads.

• Road Characteristics: Assess segregated facilities and 

road geometry for safe higher speeds.

• Provides a framework to support highway authorities to 

make balanced decisions (higher speeds against 

potential risks).

Benefits of 30mph 
Speed Limit

e.g.
Importance of the route

Journey time savings
Better bus services

Disbenefits of 30mph 
Speed Limit

e.g.
More collisions and 

casualties
Less active travel

Effects on communities



Monitoring & Evaluation



Speed monitoring



Casualty statistics
• The number of casualties on roads with 20 and 30mph road 

speed limits (combined) in 2024 Q3 was the lowest quarter 3 
figures in Wales since records began

• During the 12-month period from 2023 Q4 to 2024 Q3, the 
number of casualties on 20 and 30mph roads (combined) is 
28% lower than the same period a year before. 

• There were 398 people killed or seriously injured (KSI)  on 
roads with 20mph and 30mph road speed limits in the 12-
month period after the introduction of the 20mph default 
speed limit.

• This is around 100 fewer people killed or seriously injured on 
roads, compared to the same period a year before.

• This was the lowest number of killed or seriously injured 
casualties on roads in Wales, for a year ending Q3, since 
records began.

Source: Road collision statistics, Welsh Government



Latest data – 21st of May 2025

• Road collisions in 2024 decreased by 10.7% from 2023, the third largest annual 
decrease on record.

• During 2024, police reported road collisions resulted in 3,993 casualties, the 
lowest figure recorded apart from 2020 (during the COVID-19 pandemic).

• In 2024, there were 1,441 road collisions on 20 and 30mph road speed limits 
(combined), the lowest figure since records began. This was a decrease of 19% 
from 2023, the largest annual fall apart from 2020 (during the COVID-19 
pandemic).

• These collisions on 20 and 30mph road speed limits (combined), resulted in 
1,751 casualties, the lowest figure recorded since records began. This was a 
20% decrease from the previous year, the largest annual fall apart from 2020 
(during the COVID-19 pandemic).



Lessons learnt

• Clear Goals and planning

• Adequate resources

• Strong partnerships with stakeholders

• Communication is important but so is engagement

• Learning from the pilots

• Multi-agency endorsement 

• Fostering behaviour change -  how we use our roads and 

spaces, shifting away from the convenience of private 

cars toward healthier, more sustainable ways of living in    

our communities.
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