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• Safety for riders and other road users is impacted byNot all e-scooters are the same…is impacted by…
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The use of e-scooters in the UK



Private e-scooters are legal to purchase, but are illegal
to use in public places

Defined as a motor vehicle they would require 
insurance, registration etc. This is almost impossible.

Regulations for safe construction and use 
of private e-scooters as a means of transport do not 

exist.
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The status of private e-scooters in the UK



Since July 2020, operator owned 
e-scooters have been available through regulated 
rental schemes, at fewer than 30 sites.

There are regulations for rental 
e-scooters governing their:
• speed
• weight
• rider requirements
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Trial rental e-scooters in England
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• Safety for riders and other road users is impacted byThe DfT’s evaluation report gives insights into…is impacted 

by…

Safe transport for all

www.pacts.org.uk

Lessons learnt from the English rental trials



Source: DfT, Reported road casualties Great Britain: e-Scooter factsheet year ending December 2023
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Official data of e-scooter casualties

Reported casualties in collisions 
involving e-scooters by month, 
Great Britain, from January 2020

A study of data from 2020 found 
fewer than 10% of casualties 
presenting to emergency 
departments were recorded in the 
official data
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e-scooters in the UK – A timeline
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What next for the UK?

Rental trials
• expansion of rental trial areas
• a second evaluation – prioritising safety?
• trials ends May 2026 

Private e-scooters
• a Transport Bill
• a public consultation 
• secondary legislation



THIS IS THE END

Margaret.Winchcomb@pacts.org.uk

Parliamentary Advisory Council for Transport Safety 
Registered Office: 78 Buckingham Gate, Westminster, London SW1E 6PE

07928 050742
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