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Introduction

• Explanation of what the 
Emergency Services Driving  
Standard (ESDS) is.

• Why is an Emergency Services 
Driving Standard needed.

• Structure of the Emergency 
Services Driving  Standard.

• How the Emergency Services 
Driving Standard is assessed 
and by whom.

• The Irish Road Safety Strategy 
and the Emergency Services 
Driving  Standard 

• The Focus of Emergency 
Services Driving  Standard and 
link to GDE

• Objectives of the Emergency 
Services Driving  Standard.

• Conclusion



What is ESDS:

Emergency Services Driving Standard (ESDS)

Is the new driving standard which has been

developed for Emergency Service Drivers in

Ireland.

It is overseen by the Road Safety Authority 

(RSA).



Why is an Emergency Services Driving Standard needed?
To develop an excellent standard of driving that is an 

example to other road users.

Cooperation Courtesy Caution
Create a culture of 

safe and 
responsible driving



Structure of the Emergency Services Driving Standard

Level 1 

Level 2 

Level 3 

Socially responsible driver

Roadcraft-Methodical approach to  
driving. 

Driving vehicles under response 
situation.



How is the Emergency Services Driving Standard 
assessed and by whom.

The Standard will be assessed through:
 An online Theory Test
 A Practical Driving Assessment

The Irish Road Safety Authority are the overarching body with 
total responsibility for the theoretical, practical assessment 

and certification of Emergency Service Drivers.



The Irish Road Safety Strategy Action plan 2013 – 2020
sets out 144 actions for reducing serious injuries and reducing 
fatalities

• Develop an Emergency Services Driving Standard and 
Syllabus for front line personnel required to drive 
emergency vehicles.

Action 
36

• Develop, introduce and oversee the implementation of 
a driving standard, training syllabus and assessment 
process for emergency service drivers, and maintain a 
register of qualified drivers.

Action 
37



The Focus of Emergency Services Driving Standard
and the direct link to the  GDE Matrix

Knowledge, 
driving laws, rules 

and vehicle  
operation 

Control of the 
vehicle

Control in traffic 
situations

Recognising 
managing and 
avoiding risks

Driving in a 
professional 

context

Emergency 
Response Driving 

(Level  3)



Objectives of the Emergency Services Driving  Standard
Develop best 

practice

Coaching  

Self analysis & Self 
reflection

Registration 
Drivers-Trainers-

Assessors
Issue ESDS 

Certification

Conduct  Theory 
Tests and Practical  

Assessments  

Maintain quality 
assurance in the 

process



What will the Emergency Services Driving Standard promote: 

Awareness of the necessity 
to share the road in a safe 

way

Willingness to accept 
responsibility

Ability to take precautions
Ability to choose ways of 

driving that reduces the risk 
of collisions or incidents

Attitude to risk



Having Emergency Service Drivers trained and assessed 
to the Emergency Services Driving Standard will ensure 

that -

It will 
improve 

Road Safety

Drivers will 
drive safely 
during the 
course of 

their duties 

It will 
benefit 

Drivers by 
reducing 
vehicle 
related 

incidents 

It will help 
other road 

users 

Conclusion: 1



Improved savings on fuel, tyres and spares 

Maintenance and repairs will be reduced 

Improved organisation image 

Improved vehicle scheduling 

Reduced Insurance 
premiums  

Reduction in lost time

Claims 
Reduced

Conclusion: 2
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Tactical 
Guidelines

Syllabus 

Trainers 
Manual

Information  
Booklet

SOP &
Marking 
Guidelines

Competence 
Framework

Guidance 
Manual

This is an example text. 
Go ahead an replace it 
with your own text. 

ESDS publications

Drivers
Guide



The Safest Vehicle is the one 
with the Safest Driver-



THANK YOU


