20 Oct 2025

To: Ministers for Transport, Environment and Climate in EU Member States, Commissioners of
the European Union, Members of the European Parliament

Subject: The intention to accept lower US vehicle standards risks increasing deaths and
pollution on EU roads

Dear Ministers, Commissioners, and Members of the European Parliament,

We write to express grave concerns about the EU-US Joint Statement on trade of August 21,
2025, indicating an intention to accept lower US vehicle standards. Such a move would
undermine the EU’s global leadership in road safety, public health, climate policy and industrial
competitiveness. We urge you to oppose this clause and reaffirm that vehicles sold in Europe
must continue to meet EU standards.

Road Safety

The joint statement puts European lives on the line. EU vehicle safety regulations have
supported a 36% reduction in European road deaths since 2010. By contrast, road deaths in the
US have increased 30% over the same period, with pedestrian deaths up by 80% and cyclist
deaths 50% higher.

The consequences of such a move for European road safety would be profound. Europe’s
mandatory requirements for life-saving technologies - such as pedestrian protection, automated
emergency braking, and lane-keeping assistance - demonstrably reduce deaths and injuries.
These technologies are not currently guaranteed under US regulations, and opening the EU
market to vehicles certified under US standards would weaken the protections that save lives in
Europe.

Furthermore, accepting lower US vehicle standards would likely allow a surge of oversized, US
pick-ups and SUVs onto European roads. These vehicles, which are significantly heavier and
more aggressive in collisions, present higher risks to pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers of
European-market cars. The presence of such excessively-sized vehicles is incompatible with
the EU’s commitment to reducing deaths among vulnerable road users.

US vehicle standards do not even require compliance with some of the most basic pedestrian
protection requirements which have long been in place in the EU, such as deformation zones in
the front of vehicles to reduce crash severity, nor do they prohibit sharp edges (such as those
present on Cybertrucks, for example).

Air pollution and public health
The EU is applying limits to brake and tyre wear from 2026 onwards, while the US moves to
weaken air pollution rules for vehicles. Accepting weaker US standards would increase
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European exposure to pollutants linked to asthma, cancer and numerous cardiovascular and
neurological conditions.

Climate standards

On 29 July 2025 the US proposed abolishing all vehicle climate standards. If finalised,
manufacturers would face no obligations to measure, report or control GHG emissions.
Accepting non-existent US climate standards would be indefensible.

Jobs and competitiveness

Major EU brands such as BMW, Mercedes and Stellantis already build large numbers of
vehicles in the US. Accepting lower US vehicle standards would accelerate this trend, as
companies shift production to avoid EU rules and re-import vehicles under weaker US
standards. This risks large-scale job losses not only among carmakers but across Europe’s
supply chain.

Regulatory integrity

The EU relies on type-approval by public authorities, while the US allows manufacturers to
self-certify. These are fundamentally different systems. For the EU to accept US vehicles
self-certified to a lower standard would also leave accountability up in the air and weaken
enforcement, undermining public trust.

Global Technical Regulations (GTRs) provide the established framework for developing
common vehicle standards. The US has shown interest in using GTRs to align on specific
issues, particularly in the field of automated vehicles, and the EU is already committed to their
implementation. The GTR framework is the established, effective and reliable pathway to
develop common standards.

To ensure the robustness of EU approval procedures, the European Commission is already
working to tighten Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA), which is being abused to put thousands of
oversized US pick-up trucks on EU streets without complying with core EU safety, air pollution
and climate standards. This loophole must be closed swiftly and EU policymakers need to
support and reinforce IVA reform. By contrast, to instead accept lower US vehicle standards
across the board (i.e. as a substitute for whole series type approval) would open the floodgates
to US pick-ups and other so-called ‘light trucks’ entering the EU car market.

Europe built its reputation on pioneering robust vehicle standards. To accept lower US vehicle
standards would undo decades of EU progress. We respectfully urge you to:
1. Oppose the intention to accept lower US vehicle standards in the EU-US Joint
Statement.
2. Reaffirm publicly that EU vehicle standards are non-negotiable, and that the EU will
continue to protect vulnerable road users.
3. Insist that all vehicles sold in Europe meet EU standards in full, and that work to reform
Individual Vehicle Approval be continued.
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