
Speed and vulnerable road users



ETSC PIN PROGRAMME

• Experts from the 32 participating 
countries, including all EU Member 
States

• Steering Group

• Annual report  

• PIN Flash reports (46 so far)

• PIN Talks



20,418
people died in road traffic 
in the EU in 2023



ROAD SAFETY PROGRESS 2013-2023



PROGRESS 2013-2023

NL: 20%
SK: 20%

PL: -44%
LU: -42%



1635
Pedestrians 
killed by car

1127
Single 
vehicle 

collisions

66% VRUs



Safe speed limits  

In 26 out of 27 EU member states the standard 
speed limit on urban roads at all times is 50km/h 
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According to the Safe System, on urban roads 
where vulnerable road users mix with motorised
traffic, the speed limit should be 30km/h



35% and 75% 
of vehicle speeds in urban 
areas are higher than the 

speed limit



Speed

2019



• Safe and credible speed limits 

• Traffic calming, self-explaining/enforcing infrastructure

• Enforcement and Campaigns 

• Vehicle technologies 

Speed management



Setting safe speed limits

• 30km/h – urban roads
• 70 km/h - safe speed limit on rural roads without a 

median barrier 
• 100 km/h – safe speed on rural roads with median and 

side barriers
• Speed limits of much of the road network in EU countries 

are higher than the protective quality of the road, 
roadside and vehicle designs allows



Modal priority







THANK YOU!

Jenny Carson
jenny.carson@etsc.eu

www.etsc.eu/pin

@etsc_eu


