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Statistics and risk factors
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Good practice : Smart Drivers

Good practice : Distraction behind the wheel
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Accident statistics

Positive evolution: - 34% in 10 years
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Accident statistics

‣ 18-24-year-olds: 9% of our population, 21% of road victims

In 2016 5129 young people aged 18 till 24 were wounded or died in 
traffic as driver or as a passenger in the car => more than 14 per day

‣ 122 young people per million inhabitants died in traffic

110 in France, 79 in Germany and 47 in The Netherlands. 
Only Latvia (172 young people died due to traffice) has more casualties



Traffic accidents : primary cause of death for young people
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Findings for drivers aged 18 to 24

Bron: FOD Economie, AD Statistiek; Infografie: BIVV

1
%

1
9

%

1
9

%

2
5

%

3
1

%

1
6

%

7
%

2
%

1
%

0
%

1
%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

<5
 ja

ar

5 
to

t 
9

10
 t

o
t 

1
4

15
 t

o
t 

1
9

20
 t

o
t 

2
4

25
 t

o
t 

3
4

35
 t

o
t 

4
4

45
 t

o
t 

5
4

55
 t

o
t 

6
4

≥ 
6

5
 ja

ar

To
ta

al

Andere

Hart & vaatziekten

Kanker

Zelfmoord

Verkeersongevallen



• Limited driving experience:
- correct technique ?
- less able to evaluate risks, speed and distance 
- no experience in case of an emergency stop

• Attitude/mindset : according to the development phase 
of youngsters =>underestimation of the risks and 
overestimation of own capacities

• Specific circumstances : drive at night, in group, in a 
boisterous atmosphere, when they feel tired, under the 
influence of alcohol or other drugs… 
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Risk factors 



Measures
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1. Minimum 9 months of driving practice before taking the 
practical exam (in the past only 3 months) 

2. Risk perception test  + reaction test 

3. 4 extra manoeuvres during practical exam   

4. During the practical test, the candidate has to 
demonstrate his ability to use the GPS for part of the 
track.

5. Compulsory refresh course 6 months after succesfully
passing the pratical exam => training on specific skills
such as  driving in difficult circumstances (frost, snow, …)
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Reform of driver training in Flanders –
implemented on 01/06/2017



Proposition :

0,2 pro mille instead of 0,5 during the first 3 years

BRSI supports this proposition. 

Why ? 

 Lack of experience in first years after obtaining license

 Drivers between 18 & 25 years old under the influence 
=> 8 x more risk of being involved in an accident  

Proposition on hold because there is no political majority
for it at the moment. 
BRSI is for this proposition and hopes it will pass later on. 
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Zero tolerance alcohol use for novice drivers  

Bron: FOD Economie, AD Statistiek; Infografie: BIVV
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‣ Help young people obtain their drivers licence

‣ Encourage drivers to drive safely

‣ Help parents to be a good tutor 
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Objective of Smart Drivers project 



Program 
Engagement Get ready to drive Young Driver

Create online profile

E-learning and practice 

driving test online 

Download app and start 

driving

Receive feedback and 

tips

Parents helping 

through this process as 

instructor

Online leaderboard

Drivescore

Continued app-use and 

online leaderboard

Up to 50.000KM

Programme introduction

Learner’s permit Driver’s license

Guidance system

Platform
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Helping young people to obtain their driving license

Preparation for 
theoretical exam

Preparation for 
practical driving exam

On the way to more 
experience

E-learning with 
multiple choice 

questions 

Use of 
application that 
measures your 

driving 
behaviour 

Becoming an 
experienced driver : 

tips & tricks
+ application
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Platform
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Facts and figures

After 3 weeks online :

- 7.445 application users

- 33.600 video views 

- 2.001 website users

Communication campaign is ongoing : leaflets, billboards, facebook, … 



Good practice: 

Distraction behind the wheel : 
smart phones, smart drivers
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National survey :

1 out of 5 young people uses smartphone at least once per ride

More than half of all Belgians admits using their phone at the red light or at a 
closed level crossing

1 out of 3 Belgians use their smartphone when they are in a traffic jam

69% of all young Belgians sometimes reads a mail or text while driving

45% does not call handsfree when making a phone call behind the wheel

=>  In 2016  : first national campaign with private partner on distraction
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Distraction behind the wheel - Telenet
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Distraction behind the wheel - Telenet
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National communication campaign : 

- Billboards 

- Radio commercials

- Online platform 

- Activation at large music festivals 
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Our brand ‘BOB’ is very well known and has been copied internationally

Next to driving under the influence of alcohol, distraction behind the wheel
(especially (smart)phone use) is a serious problem

Therefore the BRSI is planning an annual campaign on this subject with several
private partners   create a new well-known brand to make sure Belgians do 

not use their phone and are not distracted behind the wheel



Contact

Liesje Pauwels
Customer Relations Coordinator

E-mail: liesje.pauwels@bivv.be
Tel : +32 2 244 15 49
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Thank you for your attention!

mailto:Karin.Genoe@bivv.be

